
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

St. Francis of Assisi made the first Christmas nativity 

scene for Christmas Eve in 1223.  It was a place 

where he could slow down and think about the 

presence of God in his life.  Since then, communities 

from around the world have taken part in this 

important tradition, often incorporating local 

customs that remind us that Christ was born for the 

entire human family.  Reflecting on the nativity scene 

can be a meaningful way for families to gather in 

prayer, mindful of the great joy in Christ that Advent 

points us toward. 

Week One:  First Sunday of Advent 

Task:  Placing straw in place to form the floor of a 

stable and adding a stable if one is available. 

Sharing Exercise:  Family members gather around 

their manger scene and share memories about the 

homes they grew up in – remembering the physical 

structures; events and happenings that occurred 

there; what the rooms were like, e.g. kitchen, 

bathroom, living room, rec. room, dining room, etc. 

Music:  Away in a Manger 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice for Advent Prayer 
As you begin each day of Advent Prayer you are 
invited to: 
 
Light a candle.  Pause to remember the presence of 
God filling your heart with light and love. 
 
Pray this opening prayer:  Radiant creator, awaken 
me to your presence.  Jesus, light of all lights, kindle 
love in my heart.  Spirit of illumination, guide my 
path today. 
 
Read and reflect on the day’s reflection found in the 
Little Blue Book for Advent. 
 
Set your intention for the day, (Today I will...) 
 

Closing Prayer 
Emmanuel, you are the Everlasting Light. 

Help me to bring your love everywhere I go. 
This Advent, shine through me and be so in me  

that everyone I encounter today may feel  
your presence in my spirit. 

 
Let them look and see, not just me but you,  

Light of all lights, shining through me. Amen. 
 

As you blow out your candle and the light is gone, 
remember you have a divine light within you that will 

never go out.  You take the light of Christ with you 
into your day. 

 

Advent Candles:  Four candles, unscented, 10-

inch Advent Taper Candle Set, Long Burning.  

Saint John Chapter, New Brunswick Right to Life 

Fundraiser - $15.00 per set.  Contact:  

sjrighttolife@gmail.com or call 506-333-9509. 

Office:  1500 Hanwell Road, Fredericton NB  E3C 1N3  Phone (506) 444-6021 

Father Monte Peters 470-2235   Website: stkateri.ca   Email: office@stkateri.ca  
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Christmas Mass Schedule for St. Kateri 

Tekakwitha Parish 

Christmas Eve at 4:30 PM at Holy Family Church. 

Mass livestreamed.  Seating by reservation only. 

Christmas Day at 9:30 AM at St Ann’s Church at 

Kingsclear and at 11:00 AM at Holy Family Church. 

Seating by reservation only. 

Reservations are required for all Christmas Masses 

Due to limited seating following Health Department 

guidelines in response to Covid 19.  Holy Family 

Church can accommodate 70 people and St. Ann’s 

can accommodate 25.  The initial reservation will be 

limited to two individuals per family.  After the 

spaces fill up, your name will be added to a wait list; 

you will be contacted if space becomes available 

close to Christmas. Names are taken on a first come 

first serve basis. 

We encourage families to watch the Christmas Eve 

Mass at 4:30 pm live on YouTube. Go to our website 

at stkateri.ca – click “on-line services tab” and then 

click “live”.  The Christmas Eve Mass will be saved on 

the website by Christmas morning, and you can 

watch it at any time.  

To reserve your seat for Holy Family Church, call the 

Parish office at 444-6021 and leave a message. 

Reservations for St. Ann’s Church, please contact Liz 

Solomon at 363-4493 or Fr. Montel Peters at 470-

2235. 

 

Reminder this is Cookie Sunday Weekend & 
Food Bank Donations.  In addition to cookies, we 

will be collecting for the Food Bank.  The Food 
Bank is in need of pancakes, cranberries, sugar 

and flour.     Thank you for your support and 
generosity! 

 
LIVE STREAMING MASS HAS RESUMED ON 
SATURDAY’S AT 4:30 at HOLY FAMILY – SEE OUR 
WEBSITE st.kateri.ca – ‘Online Services’ tab 

 

 
 

A major focus of 

Development and Peace — 

Caritas Canada’s People 

and Planet First campaign 

is advocating for a law that 

compels Canadian 

companies to respect the 

human and environmental 

rights of local populations 

in their overseas 

operations. This fall, acting 

in solidarity with their 

brothers and sisters in the Global South, thousands of 

Canadians signed a petition asking the government to 

enact such a law. 

On behalf of all those who struggle to preserve their land, 

lives, livelihoods and lifestyles, Development and Peace — 

Caritas Canada thanks you for your commitment and 

mobilization. Together, we act in solidarity with the 

protectors of the Earth. Together, we have the power to 

change lives. 

To continue supporting the petition and to keep up the 

campaign momentum, visit https://devp.org/en 

 

Request for Upright Vacuum – The apartment for 

the two Eritrean newcomers is carpeted.  If you have 

an upright vacuum cleaner in good condition that 

you are willing to give, please contact Chris Robbins 

with the Holy Family Settlement Team at 454-7459. 

 

LATEST PROTOCOLS FOR CHURCH WORSHIP 
Parishioners entering Holy Family Church or St. 
Ann’s Church will not be required to show proof of, 
or attest to, their vaccination.  For contact 
purposes, names and telephone numbers of 
attendees will be recorded.  Everyone is to be 
masked at all times and seating is arranged to 
respect physical distancing. 
 
 

https://devp.org/en


READINGS for November 28th  
1st Reading:  Jeremiah 33.14-16 

2nd Reading:  1 Thessalonians 3.12-4.2 

Gospel:   Luke 21.25-28, 34-36 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

 

 

READERS at ST. ANN’S 
November 28th      Mike Solomon 
 
Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s   

November 28th      William Buckley 
 
 
READERS at HOLY FAMILY:  

November 27th       Mona LeBlanc 
November 28th       Marijke Hurkens 
December 4th          Paula Ryan 
December 5th          Bonnie Deveau 
December 11th        Anna Mae Snider 
December 12th        Jane Buckley 
December 18th        Margie Snell 
December 19th        Carl Duivenvoorden  
 
Mass Intentions at Holy Family 
November 27th      Edna Saad 
November 28th      Leona Murphy 
December 4th         Lionel & Yvonne LeBlanc 
December 5th        Deceased Members of the  
                              Harriman & MacDonald Families 
December 11th      Basil Thibodeau 
December 12th      Leandre Savoie 
 
Divine Mercy:  Divine Mercy is held every 

Friday at 3pm at St. Ann’s Church.  Please call 

Liz Solomon at 363-4493 for further information.       

All are welcome! 
 
Indigenous Ally Toolkit:  The Montreal Urban 
Aboriginal Community Strategy Network created and 
makes available an excellent resource for anyone 
wanting to take the gift and responsibility of being an 
‘Ally’ seriously.  It is called the ‘Indigenous Ally 
Toolkit’.  You can google ‘Indigenous Ally Toolkit’ to 
get this great resource. 

 

Truth and Reconciliation.  The Diocese of Saint John 

has recently published an Indigenous Relations tab on 

our website, curated with the assistance of the 

Honorable Graydon Nicholas. You are invited to consult 

this new tab and share widely in your networks as an 

opportunity to educate ourselves more fully about the 

tragic legacy of residential schools. Let us continue to 

invoke the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

asking our Creator to show us the way to healing, 

forgiveness, reconciliation and a renewed fellowship.  

https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/indigenous-relations  

Toolkit’.   

 
Grandmothers Helping Grandmothers 2022 

Calendars are hot off the press! This fund raising 

initiative was over a year in the making. These fun 

calendars, available for $15.00, feature photos from 

the early to mid 1900’s and current colourful photos 

of our very own members, contrasting how women’s 

activities have changed. They will make a great 

Christmas or hostess gift. To order your calendar 

contact any of the following members: § Karen 

Simmons 455-8461 (kasimmons237@gmail.com) § 

Nancy MacGarvie 455-3026 

(nancymacgarvie@rogers.com) § Linda Hubbard 457-

0362 (lindahub@nb.sympatico.ca) 

 

GRANDMOTHERS HELPING GRANDMOTHERS - Thank 

you sincerely for your yearly loyal support of the 

Grandmother Helping Grandmothers (GHG) wreath sale.  

Our Sub-Saharan African grandmothers and those in 

their care have benefited immensely because of you.      

Please pick your wreaths up at their respective 

addresses and times below, not at the church as usual.  

Note two different pick-up dates as well. 

1. Pick-up November 27th 9 am to 1 pm at Karen 
Simmons 237 Wright Street (off York, to 
Edinburgh then right on Wright).  
Kasimmons237@gmail.com 
 
 

2. Pick-up November 28th 9 am to 1 pm at Nancy 
MacGarvie.  83 Grey Street (off Waterloo 
Row).  nancymacgarvie@rogers.com   

Paula MacQuarrie 459-4481  
paulamacquarrie4481@bellaliant.net    

https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/indigenous-relations
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Our Sacred Stories 

Our Advent Heritage of Longing 

Fr. John Jennings 

 A rainy day and a walk in the park.  Streams and 

rivulets of water wind their way down the sides of the hill 

through culverts and under bridges.  The downhill flow in 

swollen brooks offers a roaring rush of water and a view 

of nature in all its power.  There is an inevitability in this 

scene.  The downward flow cannot be stopped.  The 

water flows downhill, seeking its end.  At the base, it lies 

in quiet, resting pools. 

 Our lives are a lot like this rushing water.  From 

the very beginning we seem to be in a search for 

something  - happiness, contentment, fulfillment, peace.  

We seek rest from the searching, yet our natural state, 

like the water running downhill, is to seek and search. 

 Jewish and Christian scriptures offer us something 

called the “history of salvation”.  In our bible the stories 

and other literature all are part of this “history of 

salvation”.  They tell of God and God’s part in the human 

story, that story that is ever seeking contentment and 

peace. 

Advent is particularly rich in the fulsome telling of 

the story of our relationship with God and the part God 

plays in our human journey.  Through the course of this 

season we encounter a series of persons and experiences 

that play a significant role in our faith story.  They are our 

faith heritage. 

 We meet the Old Testament prophet, Isaiah as he 

seeks to console and reassure God’s People in the midst 

of their worries, trials and threats.  He offers us the image 

of our God as a loving parent, who gave and continues to 

sustain and shape our life.  In hope, we see that we are 

the work of God’s hand. 

 We cross paths with John the Baptist as he 

announces that a wondrous coming of God among us is 

happening.  God whose hand has shaped us is about to 

step into the life of humanity in a new way.  God’s voice 

will be heard bringing hope of a world renewed, building a 

reign of God for all. 

 Finally, we encounter Mary.  We discover the 

simple, loving and very human way in which God reaches 

out to touch our humanity, in the birth of a child.  Like 

every other child this birth brings hope, one who seems 

so fragile yet who offers such promise.  Mary is the 

human instrument of this wonder of Emmanuel, God-

with-us. 

 Every single human being has been loved into life, 

shaped by a creator God who continues to love us 

(Is.63:16-17; 64:1-8).  St. Paul recognized that Jesus 

through the mother-love of Mary was born for us, that we 

might know the loving gaze that God has for us all (1 

Cor.1:3-9).  Both John the Baptist and then Jesus issue a 

clarion call to us:  “Be awake, be aware”, “Prepare”.  The 

fullness of God’s loving reign is coming, being built among 

us even now.  This is our heritage.  All that we see and 

hear in Advent/Christmas is the wonder of God’s love and 

the sacredness of the humanity that God has loved into 

life. 

Daniel O’Leary in an article in the British Catholic 

periodical, The TABLET presented the words of a mother 

responding to her daughter’s question about her birth 

and baptism.  The mother wrote to her daughter:  I 

believed that you had come to me from the Father [God] 

who had always known you.  To me you were well and 

truly His child, baptised in my blood, in the pain and effort 

of giving birth to you and in the wish and longing of my 

heart... This mother’s words speak for Mary.  They also 

speak for us in this Advent/ Christmas season.  It is what 

God through Mary has revealed to us in the longing of our 

hearts. 

      

   

Rosary at Holy Family: Every Thursday morning at 

10:30am at Holy Family Church. For further 

information call Judy Kelly at 478-7274 or the 

church office at 444-6021.  All are welcome! 

 

Parish Call Out Program.  We are doing this to reach 
out to as many parishioners as possible to keep them 
informed of activities in the Church. Building a 
relationship is about keeping in touch.  Please let us 
know if you or anyone you know would like to be 
part of our program by contacting the office at 444-
6021, or email:  office@stkateri.ca 
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Religious Education Update 

Effective Sunday, October 31st, classes K-5 are 

now meeting in-person at 10am.  (Grades 4/5 

meet every other Sunday). It’s not too late to 

register.  If you would like to register your 

son/daughter, please contact Sharon Watts 

at mooseville4@rogers.com  or text at 471-8163. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

(Margie Snell, Catechist) 
Our Confirmation Candidates began preparing to 

receive their Sacrament of Confirmation.   Our 

current candidates are in Grade 8, 9 and 10 and 

are a month into the online Regional Youth Alpha 

Program.  If you would like more information on 

our program, please contact Margie Snell 

at margie_s40@yahoo.com   

 

Diocesan News 
 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary:  Please be aware that 

members are not able to physically gather again 

from across the Diocese because of capacity 

restrictions.  Mass will be offered at the 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on 

December 8th, 2021 at 7pm.  On this feast day 

the Mass will be livestreamed on the diocesan 

Facebook page. 

 
Family Advent Resources:  Resources are 

available on the Youth Faith Formation website.  

Everything is there for the family to enjoy the 

weekly Advent celebration at home.  Videos, 

music, activities, advent wreath blessing and 

weekly readings, plus art reflection and story 

time.  Check it out at  

https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/advent-2021-cycle-c 
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